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the learned Jesuit, the doyen of that distinguished body.
This ended in my being invited to read a paper before the
Royal Academy, which I eventually addressed in French at
a special meeting, at which considerable interest was evinced
in the subject And it was to this that later I had the
great honour of being elected a Foreign Member of that
distinguished body, and invested with the royal badge of
the Academy.1

I had yet another question with a stone which I believe
to be a cup-marked stone. This is no other than the stone
placed beneath the Coronation Chair on which His Majesty
was crowned, and which has been similarly used by our
Monarchs for many hundreds of years. Several legends
attach to the stone, which has certainly travelled far, and
has been held in superstitious reverence by more than one
people. It is said to be the stone of Jacob's dream, men-
tioned in Genesis. Then it is said to have been carried from
Egypt by Jeremiah when he fled with a scion of the
house of Judah to the celebrated Compostella in Spain,
Thence it went to Ireland to Tara, the legend always being
that it was a valuable royal marriage-gift Later It appeals
as the Scottish Stone of Destiny at Scone, which Edward
the First in his conquest carried off to Westminster, bearing
with it the destiny of the land. In examining it one day,
so far as its carved covering would allow, my wife thought
she noticed thereon a mark not unlike a cup-mark. The
Dean very obligingly ordered that the stone should be taken
out of its setting for our inspection, and one afternoon, soon
before the coronation, a party of us assembled as a sort of
informal committee to inspect the relic and examine the
mark thereon. The party consisted of Lord Dillon, then the
President of the Society of Antiquaries, and Mr St John
Hope, its learned Secretary. Then there came over from
the House of Lords, Lord Avebury and the Duke of North-
umberland, who, like his father, had always supported me
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